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Although modest in its size at the .beginning, the new college ·made 

an auspicious star.t and attracted increasing ·number.s of students .. Near 

the end nf its second year, in the spring of 1927, a student editor cotild 

report with considerable enthusiasm in the campus yearbook: 

The growth of the College of Fine Art·s since its initiation a 
· year. (sic) ago has been truly remarkable. Its ·enrolment o.f about 

150 members furnishes all the proo.f ·.necessary tha:.t i.t .was formed· 
to fill a definite and clearly r.ecognized need .•. In the scramble. 
:for the dollar, 'the cul·tural aspects .and .forces .of life are .not·· 
bei~g lost .sight of rior neglected~. . ' .. , . 

. . ·.· .,:. 

Dean Gerrit :de, .JOng, a man of. engagi.ng per~o'nafi_ty 'and keen. :sense 
of hUmo·r, ltJaS :{r;_de·ed a happy sele'cti.ort for. the positi_Qn he holds .. :as . 
Dean: o;f thi·s College.·~ . His .:versatility; ot·lraining. arid accomp:LLsii..:... 
ments, his clear foresight and exceptional native .abil·i t.Y' have made 
his Deanship highly po.pular and .su.co.essfuL·\. · .. · .· . ·. · · · ~· .. ,, 

.The ·~nrollment 
·., .'., .· 

"··(, 
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averaged 25 g-raduates per year, which was ap:proxi·mately 1'2 :per cent of 

the average total .for the University. 

In its second decade, 1935-36 through 1944-45, the .College .awarded an 

average .o'f 31 bachelor's degrees :per year, reaching a high .of 43 in 1940 befor.e. 

dipping to a low of 10 in l944. This output again represented 12 per cent 

of the total for the University, and followed the generai decline·of 

enrollments and graduating el~ss sizes during World War II. 

The proportion of women ·among t'he grad~at.~·~. o.f .ihe· Co'llege war;; .. ·· 
·'·' 

. . ·.: :. 
significantly hi.gher in these two decades than i.t 

. . 

' ·. ·. . . ' . . . . ,. 

a whOle.~ ~mong .the .Fine Arts gr.aduates . .59 
' . ~ ' ' 

. ' .. : .. ...... , 

ainong all 
" . . . 

. . ·.·. 

and women . 

' ... 



The proportion of .women among degree recipients on the ·graduate 

level, .1930-45 1 was less than one-fourth the ratio found at the bacca-. 

laureate level. Amo.ng the 24 master's degree recipients in the Fine 

ll.rts there wer·e only thr.ee :women--:-one_ each· in .:Music, Ar·t, and Speech--

.or 12~ per· cent, Among the University total of .269 there were 2? women~~ 

or only 1q per cent. 

As its faculty, in addi. tion to the Dean, the College o:f Fine Arts 
; 

in 1925 began with ten .f.ull--time and 14 part-time teachers. ·.The ·.num'b~Ts 
··.·, .. 

: ·'·' ~ . . . ' . ,>· ··.··::''. ····;'· .. 

wert;: _Art..;-2 and 2; Music.--?,.and .9-;-
, ~ · . .. ,· "·'' . .. , .. 

: ]_ and. 3· ··some of the part-time 
.•,.: 
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F'ew changes in department leadership occurred duri·ng the ·first 20 

years of the Col!ege. For three years~ 1928-31, Alonzo .J. Morley beaded 

the Speech Department (so named in 1929) while Prof. .Pardoe was in Cal-

·ifornia. In the summer of 1936 Prof •. Larsen ·was appointed ·chairntan .of 

the Art De}>ar.trnerit" following the death o·f Pro f. Eastmond at the age o:f 60. 

Florence Jepperson ~adse~ continued as bead of theM~~ic Dep~~t~errt 

by 
•• .' \l 

·signifi-C'ant gains 

· ·,. he1d by the 
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The year 1945 brought also the close of .the ,2l.J . ...:year administration 

of .President Harris, father of the College .of Fine Arts. Along with 

.others of the University .communitY 5 the College E;taf~ ·fel:t .a dee:P ·loss. 

when he resigned .as of July 1 in order ·to accept the yr.esidenc·:Y.·~:f .Utah 

state ·universi i;y · (then Utah ·state Agrieul tural .col:Lege} •. After h~~· 
death in 1960, his. name became associated }Jermanent],y the toll·eg~ ··. 
in. the a~signatio~ 

.A~ts Certter .• 
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The McDonald Years, 1945-50 

The ,presidency of Howard S. McDonald, who formerly was an educatian 

administrator in ·California and .later L' :: Superintendent of Schools in 

Salt Lake ·City, .was a pe·rio.d of .unprecedented grov.rth and expans.ion for 
~'' . . : 

the Dni. versi ty. .An .... :L.nflux of :.returning war veterans brought enrollment • 

increases ·Of nearly .jjiOO. ,per'. cent in five years, and posed a chal'lenge to' 
·,, . 

····, '• 

ution • 
. . . ~·-

members 
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size l half on each side of a central corridor which. extended the length of 

the building from east to ·west.. These were equipped with upright .:Pianos 

and were now scheduled as practice rooms for music students, thus .:filling 

.ad.equately .for the first time an important need o.f .the Music Dep·ar.tment. 

Listed as B-29 on the campus records., this building ,was continued in use 

by the department until August 1964. 
•,,(' 

The Art Department was able to double its space on the top floor of 

the Ec1ucation .Bilidg ~:i \ i;n S~ptember,. 1950 when the 'Ge~iogy Department 

to the newly ':completed Eyring Science Center on .the .upper ~~mpu~ ~ 

::· A~ot'her. pe1~manent building ·which had be~ncor{str~·~.t"~d durLJ.g 
• ' • • ' • ' • • ' •. , • • : • • ' • •• ·'·~· ~: • • : '·~·. • • • '. • • : =. ' ' • • • ·: ' ,, .. 

o.f ·:Pres'icl.ent .• 




